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YEAR 4 AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2018 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back after the summer holidays. This letter will give an idea of what 
Year 4 will be doing this term and ways in which you can help your child at home. 
White Class will be taught by Mrs. Black and Mrs. Hunter and Brown Class by Miss. 
Pringle.  
 
Our main topic this term is The Ancient Greeks: ‘What did the Ancient Greeks do 
for me?’ Children may like to bring books and information from home on aspects 
of this topic which will aid their research and learning. Please name any items 
brought in from home. In Art, we will be researching Ancient Greek designs to be 
used in printing and sculpture. After half term, in Geography, we will focus upon 
modern Greece. As part of the Science curriculum, in Biology, we will be learning 
about how we move and grow and the digestive process. After half term, in 
Chemistry, we will be studying States of Matter. Our D.T. topic this term is 
making monsters with moving parts. In PSHE, within ‘Health and Wellbeing’, we 
will continue to deepen understanding of how to identify, predict and assess risk 
in different situations and as part of our ‘Relationships’ focus we will work on 
recognising and challenging stereotypes. If you have any skills or knowledge 
associated with these topics and would like to share these with the children, 
please let us know. 
 
In Year 4, children will receive Maths and English homework on a Friday, to be 
completed by the following Wednesday when it will be marked. For the first term, 
we ask that the focus at home be on reading. If possible, could you read with your 
child for 10 to 15 minutes each night, discussing the book you have read. As part 
of our comprehension this year, an ability to understand what is being read is 
important and the more work children can do on this the better. Please can you 
encourage your child to update their reading record each week and initial it. It 
would be useful if children can make sure that they have their school reading book 
in their bag on a daily basis. They can also bring a book of their own choice. 
 
We have also included a general class timetable, although this is flexible and may 
vary throughout the term. P.E. will be on a Wednesday though children should keep 
their P.E. kit in school all week for other possible sporting activities.  
 
In our English lessons, we will be looking at Greek Myths and Fables. The main 
aspects we will be looking at will include: characters and settings; powerful verbs; 
commas; paragraphing; conjunctions and structuring stories.  
 
Each week the children will be given a spelling rule/sound to learn with a set of 
words from the autumn term spelling scheme (see attached scheme). The children 
will no longer be given a formal spelling test for these. Instead, assessment will 



take the form of a dictation in which the child’s understanding of the rule/sound 
is assessed. We would like the children to use either the ‘look, say, cover, write, 
check’ approach or ‘magical spelling’ technique to learn their spellings - as we do 
in school. The spellings may sometimes vary from those on the scheme as spelling 
objectives are based on on-going assessment.  
A copy of the school’s high-frequency spellings will also be sent home. These are 
spellings children should be spelling correctly on a daily basis. 
 
A reading list is also attached to the newsletter for your child. The list is intended 
to provide guidance about age appropriate books. It is also intended to help 
encourage your child to read a wider variety of genres and authors. We encourage 
the children to try reading some of the books from this list or to read them with 
someone at home. These books are all available to borrow from the school library. 
 
 
Handwriting continues to be an important focus this year and a joined, fluent, 
consistent style is encouraged. We anticipate that all children will start writing in 
pen during the year and regular practice at home would be helpful. 
 
 
In Maths this term, we will be covering the following objectives:  
 

• Place Value, ordering, rounding of digits up to 10,000 
• Counting in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 100. 
• Add and subtract numbers up to 4 digits using formal written methods. 
• Recall multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. 
• Multiply 2 and 3 digit numbers by a one-digit number. 
• Measure and calculate the area and perimeter of rectilinear shapes. 

 
We hope to arrange field visits to enrich the curriculum throughout the year. 
Previous year’s trips were to Segedunum Roman Fort and Washington Wetlands 
Centre. We hope to arrange an Ancient Greek activity day, run by the Durham 
Oriental Museum. We will inform you of the dates for trips in due course. Parents’ 
Evenings this year will be held on Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th November 
where you will be given a 10 minute appointment to discuss how your child has 
settled in to the new academic year. If the teacher feels they may need more 
time with you to discuss your child then they will make an alternative appointment 
for you to allow for this.   
 
We hope your child will enjoy the year in either White or Brown Class. If you have 
any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs. C Black, Mrs. K Hunter & Miss. E. Pringle 
 
 
   



High Frequency Words 
(up to Y4 expectations) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set 1 
the go was 
to he are 
I she my 
no was  
Set 2 
and like when 
they some were 
said come there 
have what  
Set 3 
water should called 
people would asked 
looked because  
could different  
Set 4 
does of Monday 
coming off Tuesday 
with  Wednesday 
might to Thursday 
every two Friday 
again too Saturday 
treasure  Sunday 



Y4 Reading List 
 

  
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  Lewis Carroll 
The Ogre of Oglefort Eva Ibbotson 
Granny Anthony Horowitz 
The Dragon's Child Jenny Nimmo 
A Bear Called Paddington Michael Bond 
Malory Towers Series Enid Blyton 
The Borrowers Mary Norton 
How to Train a Dragon Cressida Cowell 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone J.K. Rowling 
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets J.K.Rowling 
The Dancing Bear Michael Morpurgo 
The Sleeping Sword Michael Morpurgo 
Long Way Home Michael Morpurgo 
The Wreck of the Zanzibar Michael Morpurgo 
The Sea Piper Helen Cresswell 
Harry the Poisonous Centipede Lynne Reid Banks 
The Famous Five Series Enid Blyton 
Gregory Cool Caroline Binch 
A Pot of Gold  Jill Bennett 
Diggers Terry Pratchett 
Dragons at Crumbling Castle Terry Pratchett 
The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner Terry Pratchett 
The Demon Headmaster Gillian Cross 
Dog So Small Philipa Pearce 
The Battle of Bubble and Squeak Philipa Pearce 
Emil and the Detectives Erich Kastner 
The Iron Man Ted Hughes 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe C S Lewis 
Little House on the Prairie Laura Ingalls Wilder 
Mrs Frisby and the Rats of Nimh Robert C O’Brien 
Stig of the Dump Clive King 
Matilda Roald Dahl 
James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl 
Danny the Champion of the World Roald Dahl 
Emily Feather Series Holly Webb 
‘I Survived’ Series A range of authors 
Charlotte’s Web E.B. White 
The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Flour Babies Anne Fine 
Clarice Bean That’s Me! Lauren Child 
Tom Gates Series Liz Pichon 
The 13th Storey Tree-House Andy Griffiths/Terry Denton 
The World’s Worst Children David Walliams 
The Demon Dentist David Walliams 
The Story of Tracey Beaker Jacqueline Wilson 



 
Autumn Term   Spelling Word Lists- Year Four  

Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to 
words of one syllable ending in a single 
consonant letter after a single vowel 
letter  

 patting, patted, humming, hummed, 
dropping, dropped, sadder, saddest, 
fatter, fattest, runner, runny   

New consonant spellings ph and wh ( 2 
weeks)  

dolphin, alphabet, phonics, elephant 
when, where, which, wheel, while   

  
Adding the prefix –un   unhappy, undo, unload, unfair, unlock   

The /r/ sound spelt wr at the beginning 
of words   

write, written, wrote, wrong, wrap, 
wreck, writhe  

Homophones and near-homophones   missed/mist, peace/piece, plain/plane, 
rain/rein/reign, scene/seen,   

Adding the endings – ing, –ed, –er, –
est and –y to words ending in –e with a 
consonant before it   

hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, nicest, shiny, 
shiniest, pricy, priciest  

  
Contractions  can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, I’ll   

  
Adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to a root 
word ending in –y with a consonant 
before it   

  

copied, copier, happier, happiest, cried, 
replied  copying, crying, replying   

  

Adding –es to nouns and verbs ending in 
–y   

  

flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, 
carries   

  
Adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to 
words of one syllable ending in a single 
consonant letter after a single vowel 
letter   

patting, patted, humming, hummed, 
dropping, dropped, sadder, saddest, 
fatter, fattest, runner, runny   

  
The /ʒ/ sound spelt s   

  

  

television, treasure, usual, measure, 
pleasure  

 creature, furniture, picture, nature, 
adventure   

  
    



  

  
 


