
St. Margaret’s CE Primary School 

Weekly Update 11th October 2019  

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING THIS WEEK? 

On Friday we held our annual Harvest Fes-

tival in school on Friday. The children read 

clearly and sang beautifully , including the 

School Choir, who performed a moving 

Harvest Hymn. Thank you to Father Barna-

by and Daniel for coming along to support 

our festival, thank you to our Mr Ellwood 

and our Gardening Club for their amazing 

array of vegetables to add to our collec-

tion and thank you to all of our families, 

who sent in food items for our collection, 

which will be shared between the People’s 

Kitchen and the Durham Foodbank. 

Years 1, 4 and 5 attended the Literacy 

Festival at Durham Johnston School on 

Wednesday. The juniors were given a talk 

by the author, Dr Emily Grossman, about 

her new non-fiction science book. She 

told the children lots of interesting sci-

ence facts like how not to be ticklish and 

how to form a cloud in a plastic bottle . 

The infants  met and listened to the in-

spiring children's author Debi Gliori.  

On Thursday, Year 3 enjoyed a trip to Kill-

hope Lead Mine as part of their topic of 

Rocks and Soils. The children had a great 

day learning about the rocks and miner-

als found at Killhope, venturing down the 

mine and having a look at the living con-

ditions of miners over a century ago. 

After a busy day, there were lots of 

sleepy children on the bus home! 

On Monday, Y6 were visited by workers 

from the Durham Record Office to support 

their topic of WW2. The children have been 

learning about how the war affected the 

lives of local people in Durham. The record 

office brought many primary resources 

which mapped the lives of local people on 

the home front and the things they did to 

support the war effort. In the afternoon, 

focus turned to the 'Aycliffe Angels' muni-

tions factory workers and the impact work-

ing in the factory had on the lives of the 

women of Aycliffe. A lovely link was found 

that one of the pupil's great gran 

had been an 'angel' during the 

war. 
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Fun and Fitness! 

St Margaret’s Couch to 5k is back for this term , 

beginner runners to 5k stars by Christmas ! Ses-

sions will be Thursday mornings 9am after school 

drop off , we’re asking for a £12 donation for the 

Friends of St Margaret’s .For more information 

see our Facebook post or check out https://

groups.runtogether.co.uk/StMargaretsCouchTo5k 

Or contact Karen Byng (Y2).  

Our worship focus for this half term is the value of  

fellowship. 

The children have been learning about fellowship 

in the Bible. 

Best wishes to the following pupils 

who are celebrating a birthday this 

week:  

Chrissie Martin          Evelyn Terry     Jack Williams 

Hannah Williams    Emma Stephenson 

Lily Goss                    Caterina De Paola 

Finja Weinzierl              Darcy Riley 

James Kelley                   Sarah  Keithley 

We are proud to announce that our school has 

been awarded a ‘Music  Mark’ from the UK Asso-

ciation for Music Education’ n recognition of our 

provision of high quality music education for all 

children to music within the school! 
On Wednesday, three volunteers from local 

churches began the 'Open the Book' worship in 

the juniors. The children loved hearing the first 

Bible story about Adam and Eve delivered 

through drama, including a lot of audience par-

ticipation. The offer remains open to any par-

ents who would like to attend junior worship at 

10.10am on a Wednesday to see this lively and 

interesting way of retelling the Bible. Please 

meet at the main entrance for 

10am.  

Sports  News 

Our Y6 netball team played two games this week 
and won both of them. A brilliant achievement! 

Our girls' football team began their  league fix-

tures on Tuesday. Many girls are playing football 

for the first time and enjoyed the opportunity to 

try something new. The girls managed to win one 

game and lost the other two. On the same even-

ing, our boys team qualified for the county final 

by winning two games and drawing two games 

against teams from all over the county. Finally, 

on Thursday night our A and B football team 

played in the Watson Cup qualifier with the ex-

citement of being drawn in the same group. Play-

ing each other to finish the evening, a VERY com-

petitive one all draw was thoroughly enjoyed by 

all who witnessed it. What a superb example of 

playing sport competitively but fairly and with 18 

huge smiles on display.  
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What’s on next week? 

Mon AM: Woodwind lessons 

Lunchtime: Y3 Guitar lessons / YR 1& 2 Team Games 

After School: Y1&2 Dodgeball  

5.30-6.00 Y5/6 Residential meeting for Parents 

Tues AM: Violin & Cello lessons 

Lunchtime: Y4 Guitar lessons  

PM: Violin/Brass lessons 

After School: Y1&2 Mini Football / Y3 & 4 Archery 

Wed Lunchtime: Y5 Guitar lessons / Y1&2 Multiskills 

After School : Y3-6 Football / Y2 Spanish  

Thurs Y4 Hockey Festival at Meadowfield  

Lunchtime : Y6 Guitar lessons 

Lunchtime:  Orchestra  

After School Choir: Y4, 5 & 6 

Fri Lunchtime: Chess Club  

Y5/Y2 will begin skipping workshops– only trainers needed. 

After School: Y5&6 Cricket 



Year Group Messages & Reminders 

Reception  

Year 1  

 

Year 2  

Year 3 On Tuesday 15th October, Y3/4 will be selling soup that is made from 

the vegetables grown in Gardening Club. If your child would like to buy 

some, please could they bring in 50p. All Donations will be donated to 

Burundi. 

Year 4 Thursday: Forest Schools for both classes  

On Tuesday 15th October, Y3/4 will be selling soup that is made from 

the vegetables grown in Gardening Club. If your child would like to buy 

some, please could they bring in 50p. All donations will be donated to 

Burundi. 

Year 5 Y5/6 Eucharist preparations have been postponed to after half term. 

On Wednesday 16th October, Y5/6 will be selling soup that is made from the vegeta-

bles grown in Gardening Club. If your child would like to buy some, please could 

they bring in 50p. All donations will be donated to Burundi 

Year 6 Y6 will be doing Forest Schools in separate groups in the coming weeks: 

Children who went on the bike ride on 4th October will do the athletics sessions in school 

on Friday 11th October and will take part in Forest Schools on Friday 18th October and 

25th October. For children who didn’t take part  in the bike ride on 4th October, will do the 

Athletics sessions on Friday 18th October and will do Forest Schools on Friday 11th Octo-

ber and 25th October.  

Y5/6 Eucharist Preparations have been postponed until after half term. 

On Wednesday 15th October, Y5/6 will be selling soup that is made from the vegetables 

grown in Gardening Club. If your child would like to buy some, please could they bring in 

50p. All donations will be donated to Burundi. 

Whole School Please could all musical instruments, including guitars, be  clearly named, preferably 

with a luggage  label to prevent an inordinate amount of time trying to match instru-

ments to children. Thank you! 

 

 


