
St. Margaret’s CE Primary School 

Weekly Update 18th October 2019  

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING THIS WEEK? 

Christmas Orchestra Project 

The Durham Music Service have contacted us to 
say they are excited to hear about our music pro-
ject and would love to support us. So if any par-
ents who do play an instrument, but no longer 
have one or theirs is not working, they would be 
welcome to borrow one from the Music Service.  

This will be free of charge, but a donation to the 
Durham Music Service would be appreciated. 
This would also depend on the availability they 
have but if you would like to enquire about this 
please contact Carolyn Norris on Car-
olyn.Norris@durham.gov.uk. 

School Council Charities 

Thank you to all the families for nominating your 
charities over the past couple of weeks. The five 
charities that have been shortlisted are: 

St Cuthbert’s Hospice 

Tiny Lives 

North East Air Ambulance 

Choose Love—Help Refugees 

British Heart Foundation  

Y4 Hockey Festival 

Year 4 joined in a range of activities at Maiden 

Castle. They started the morning with skills ses-

sions– dribbling, passing and shooting. Then they 

took part in a mini tournament, playing short 5 

minute games with other schools from Durham. 

Y4 Hinduism 

Mrs Vanka came in on Friday morning to talk to Yr4 

about Hinduism. She explained about the origins of 

Hinduism, places of worship and how puja is per-

formed in the home. She brought in really inter-

esting items that Hindus use in their worship.  

 

Y5 Soup 

This week Year 5 have been making soup as 

part of their DT unit. They used the vegetables 

that were grown by gardening club to make 

Pumpkin soup and Leek and Potato soup. 

Once it was all cooked, Year Five then ran a 

soup kitchen for the juniors. The soup was en-

joyed by many of the children and Year Five 

raised £ 54.06 for the Bu-

rundi charity. Thank you to 

everyone who supported 

this! 



"Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

father in heaven", Matthew ch5 v16 
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Our worship focus for this half term is the value of  

fellowship. 

The children have been learning about fellowship 

in the modern world. 

Best wishes to the following pupils who are 

celebrating a birthday this week:  

Emily McIvor         Matthew Redman 

Thomas Clayton     Jacob Browell 

 

Bag2School  

Bag2School will be collecting from School 

on Wednesday 20th November at 9.00am. 

Please bring your bag (or bags!) to either the 

main entrance gate or the side gate and help 

us have a really good collection.  

Please visit the Bag2School website for more 

information  ( http://uk.bag2school.com/). 

Please note the collection bags will be distrib-
uted to everyone via your child's book bags 
soon.  
  

Communication with Parents 

We will shortly begin using a new system called 

Care Monkey to communicate with parents.  This 

will eventually replace Parentmail.  You will re-

ceive an invitation by email to sign up next week.   

Parents Evening bookings for November will also 

be done online through Care Monkey so please 

ensure your account is set up as soon as possible 

after you receive your invitation.  

Book Fair 

We’re holding our Autumn Book Fair in school soon and 
would like to invite everyone to come along (& hopeful-
ly buy a book). During the book fair week there will be a 
large selection of new books on sale - school will earn 
commission on each one purchased. This money is be-
coming increasingly important as the school, as all 
schools, face reductions in their budgets for books and 
other vital resources. Our school will spend the commis-
sion on new books for the infant and junior libraries and 
classrooms. Last autumn’s fair provided £1000 in com-
mission, which funded lots of new books for the librar-
ies, thanks to the support of our parents.  
To run a successful fair we really need volunteers to 
work on the sales desk (full instruction given) and also 
one person each afternoon to dress up as the book fair 
mascot, Clifford! In the past, the appearance of Clifford 
(a large red dog) has really encouraged children to 
attend the fair!  
 
If you are able to volunteer to help please email victo-
ria.cawkwell@yahoo.co.uk, stating the time (s) that you 
can help and what you are willing to do (i.e. sales desk 
or Clifford). 
 

The fair will run in the Infant hall: Monday 4th No-
vember to Friday 8th November. 
Morning session: 8.30am-8.55am 
Afternoon session: 3.30pm - 4.15/4.30pm 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fuk.bag2school.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ck.lee300%40durhamlearning.net%7C1336f4e34d7448af7d9b08d752df468c%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C637068991225925502&sdata=EV%2Fdi3LjQB45St5u6N4qG
mailto:victoria.cawkwell@yahoo.co.uk
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What’s On/Messages & Reminders  

Week Beginning 21st October 

Reception  

 

Year 1  

 

Year 2 Thursday: Skipping Festival at Maiden Castle 

Friday: Skipping Workshops (trainers needed) 

Year 3 No swimming due to Durham School half term 

Year 4 Thursday: Forest Schools for both classes  

 

Year 5 Friday 09.15: Harvest Worship—everyone is welcome to attend 

Friday: Skipping Workshop (trainers needed) 

Please complete the residential form sent by Parentmail by Monday.  

Numbers need to be given to Bassenfell Manor next week.  

Year 6 Y6 will be doing Forest Schools in separate groups: 

Children who went on the bike ride on 4th October will do the athletics 

sessions in school on Friday 11th October and will take part in Forest 

Schools on Friday 18th October and 25th October. For children who did-

n’t take part  in the bike ride on 4th October, will do the Athletics ses-

sions on Friday 18th October and will do Forest Schools on Friday 11th 

October and 25th October.  

Please complete the residential form sent by Parentmail by Monday.  

Numbers need to be given to Kingswood next week.  

Whole School With the exception of Orchestra, which is cancelled, all music/sports/
extra curricular activities are running. 

 


