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Dear Parents, 

We hope you had a very happy Christmas and wish you all the best for 2020. This term our 

topics are the geography of Durham and life in the past, plants and animals in Science. In Art 

we will be looking at the Pitmen Painters (e.g. Norman Cornish, Tom McGuiness) and in DT, we 

will be making a sock puppet. In music, a new group will have the chance to learn the violin 

with Mr. Hartley from Durham music service. 

Numeracy 

We continue to follow a mastery approach to Maths, using resources which include White 

Rose materials and Power maths (Active Learn) 

As some of the methods etc. may be new to parents, as well as the children, feel free to ask 

if you have any difficulties following what we do. 

We will be covering money, multiplication and division and fractions whilst recapping addition 

and subtraction to make sure the children don’t forget! 

If you would like to help your child further, please continue to practise adding 2 and then 3 

single digit numbers, trying to pick out number bonds both to 10 and within 20 to help. We 

will continue to think about counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and will begin to link this to times 

tables. We will then move onto to thinking about counting in 3s and the 3 times table. 

Literacy 

All Y2 children will follow the objectives from the Literacy Primary Framework. 

• Word level work is appropriate to the childrens’ needs which includes daily phonics 

sessions, following the Letters and Sounds Programme 

• Spellings and sight vocabulary follow the phases of the Letters and Sounds programme 

• Sentence level work- grammar and punctuation: developing more complex sentences 

and using a wider variety of punctuation marks (e.g. , ! ? “”) 

• Text level work- comprehension and composition: story writing and poetry, features of 

non-fiction texts including dictionaries and glossaries 

We would thank you for all the hard work you are doing in reading with your child and take 

this opportunity to remind you that reading at least 3 times a week with your child (decoding, 

fluency and then comprehension) will improve your child’s ability and, most importantly, 

confidence. 

RSE 
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• To share their opinions on things that matter to them and explain their views through 

discussions with one other person and the whole class. R5  

• How to resist teasing or bullying, if they experience or witness it, whom to go to and 

how to get help. R14  

• To judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable, comfortable, unacceptable and 

uncomfortable and how to respond (including who to tell and how to tell them). R10  

• To share their opinions on things that matter to them and explain their views through 

discussions with one other person and the whole class. R5  

• How to resist teasing or bullying, if they experience or witness it, whom to go to and 

how to get help. R14  

• To judge what kind of physical contact is acceptable, comfortable, unacceptable and 

uncomfortable and how to respond (including who to tell and how to tell them). R10  

 

RE 

• What does it mean to belong in Christianity? 

• How do Christians celebrate Easter? 

 

Dates for your diary 

• Safer Internet Day- Tuesday 11th February 

• World Book Day- Thursday 6th March (school will likely make our day Friday 8th) 

• Parents’ Evenings- 4th/5th March  

• GALA Dance festival- 25th March 

Helping in School 

The staff greatly appreciate and welcome the help given by parents and grandparents in the 

classroom and on educational visits. The children really benefit from the extra input. If you 

feel you could help in school, either on a regular basis or when time allows, please see a 

member of staff. (NB this will not be in the same class as your child- but all teachers need 

help!) Alternatively, if you feel that you have the expertise or resources to contribute to our 

topics, again please see a member of staff. 

Coming into School 

Just a reminder that our Infant gate opens at 8.45am and closes at 8.55am. If you are late, 

please do not lift your child over the fence, or send them up the stairs by the office, as we 

have had some incidents of children wandering around the yard, having been locked out of 

our building, which can be distressing for them. Please take your child to the office where a 
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member of staff will walk up to their class with them. We want to ensure that your children 

are always happy and safe at St. Margaret’s! 

Hometime 

As the nights are getting lighter, we wish to remind everyone that, unless children are 

attending an after school club, they should have left the school premises by 3.40pm. Also 

everyone bringing a bike or scooter on to the premises (adults and children) MUST dismount 

at the gates and push their vehicle whilst inside the school grounds. Please do not allow your 

child to ride on scooters around the Infant yard. This is to ensure everyone’s safety after 

several recent minor incidents. 

Finally if you feel that your child is worried about any aspect of school life, however small, 

please do let their class teacher know. 

 

Mrs. Bell and Mrs Durie 


