
 

Year 4 Information Sheet - Spring Term 2019/20 
 

Dear Parents and Pupils, 

 

We hope you all had a good Christmas break.  We hope that the following information will be of help during 

the coming term. 

 

Staff based in Year 4 Miss Pringle (Brown Class), Mrs Hague (White Class) 

Mrs Curry (Thursday pm – Brown Class) 

Supported by Mrs Reay and Mrs Gibson 

Mr Rose and Mr Kelly (Forest Schools/ PE) 

Class Novel this term The BFG, Roald Dahl (Brown) 

The Forest of Boland Light Railway . BB (White) 

Homework Given Friday, Hand in by Wednesday. 

Maths – Practising times tables using Times Table Rock Stars 

English – Key skills (e.g. spelling, punctuation and grammar) 

Spelling  Spelling lesson on Monday  

Spellings based on Spring Scheme (attached).  

Note – spellings will now be rehearsed via dictation rather than test. 

Reading We ask that the focus at home be on reading.  If possible, could you read with your 

child regularly, discussing the book you have read. As part of our comprehension 

this year, an ability to understand what is being read is important and the more 

work children can do on this the better. Please can you write a short comment in 

your child’s new reading record to show when you have read with them at home, 

and encourage your child to record the books they have read too.  Reading records 

should also be signed by a parent each week.  Children should ensure they have 

their school reading book and reading record in their bag on a daily basis. They can 

also bring a book of their own choice and have access to books from the lower 

junior library.  We are encouraging children to try and read two new books from the 

Year 4 reading list each half term (see attached). 

 

Library  Library is open every morning from 8.45am so your child can change their book as 

needed. 

PE kit  Wednesday morning 

Please leave PE kit and trainers in school so pupils always have it available. 

Remember long sleeves and bottoms are acceptable for PE. 

Potential activities 

and visits this term. 

 

• Wednesday afternoons – ukulele 

• Tuesday 11th February – Internet Safety day 

• 4th, 5th March – Parents’ Evening  

• Friday 6th March - World Book Day 

• Wednesday 25th March – Dance Festival  

 

Please find attached a copy of the spelling list and curriculum information for this term. As always, lessons 

and timings are flexible based on other events happening in school. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss Pringle and Mrs Hague 

 

 

 

 



 

Y4 Curriculum information – Spring Term 

 

English In Literacy, we will be looking at many aspects of fiction and non-fiction writing 

and reading skills, including writing a newspaper report, a diary entry, instructions 

and narrative poetry. The class text is ‘My Story: Roman Invasion’ by Jim Eldridge. 

 

Maths In Maths this term, we will be covering the following objectives:  

 

• Mental and written multiplication 

• Mental and written division 

• Fractions: finding fractions of quantities, equivalent fractions, adding and 

subtracting fractions 

• Decimals: recognise decimal equivalents of ¼, ½ and ¾, rounding and 

ordering decimals, dividing decimal numbers by 10 and 100 

• Area of rectilinear shapes 

 

In June, all children will be taking part in the Year 4 Multiplication check.  Please 

ensure your child is practising their times tables regularly. These websites, and 

many others, may help. https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth and 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

Science Spring 1 – Electricity 

Spring 2 - Sound 

 

History What was daily like in Roman Britain? 

 

Geography Why does Italy shake and roar? 

 

RE Spring 1 – Places of worship in our locality 

Spring 2 – Lent 

 

Computing E-safety – how to make experiences in a range of online social environments fun 

and safe. 

Desktop publishing – leaflets 

Algorithms 

 

PE Indian dancing 

 

Music Ukulele lessons 

 

MFL (French) Spring 1 -My town 

Spring 2 – Describing people  

 

Pupils will develop vocabulary and spoken language 

 

 

Art Famous Italian Masterpieces 

DT Design and make an alarm with a light or buzzer trigger 

 

PSHE Relationships 

 

 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

Spring Term (11 units) Year 4 Spelling Lists 

Contractions  

 

In contractions, the apostrophe 

shows where a letter or letters 

would be if the words were 

written in full (e.g. can’t – 

cannot).  

It’s means it is (e.g. It’s raining) 

or sometimes it has (e.g. It’s been 

raining), but it’s is never used 

for the possessive.  

 

can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, 

I’ll, won’t, shan’t  

 

 

Homophones and near-

homophones  

 

 to/too/two, of/off  , 

there/their/they’re, 

The suffix –ation  The suffix –ation is added to 

verbs to form nouns. The rules 

already learnt still apply.  

 

information, adoration, sensation, 

preparation, admiration  

 

More prefixes  

 

Most prefixes are added to the 

beginning of root words without 

any changes in spelling, but see 

in– below.  

Like un–, the prefixes dis– and 

mis– have negative meanings.  

 

dis–: disappoint, disagree, disobey, 

disappear, 

 

The suffix –ly  

 

The suffix –ly is added to an 

adjective to form an adverb. The 

rules already learnt still apply.  

The suffix –ly starts with a 

consonant letter, so it is added 

straight on to most root words.  

 

sadly, completely, usually (usual + 

ly), finally (final + ly), comically 

(comical + ly)  

 

Homophones and near-

homophones  

 

 groan/grown, here/hear, 

heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, 

main/mane,  

 

Endings which sound like /ʒən/  

 

If the ending sounds like /ʒən/, it 
is spelt as –sion.  

 

division, invasion, confusion, 

decision, collision, television  

 

The suffix –ous  

 

  Sometimes the root word 

is obvious and the usual rules 

apply for adding suffixes 

poisonous, dangerous, 

mountainous, famous, various  



 

 

beginning with vowel letters.  

Sometimes there is no obvious 

root word.  

–our is changed to –or before –
ous is added.  

A final ‘e’ of the root word must 

be kept if the /dʒ/ sound of ‘g’ is 

to be kept. 

 

 

 

tremendous, enormous, jealous  

humorous, glamorous, vigorous  

courageous, outrageous  

 

The suffix –ous  

 

If there is an /i:/ sound before the 

–ous ending, it is usually spelt as 

i, but a few words have e.  

 

serious, obvious, curious 

hideous, spontaneous, courteous  

 

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian ( 

2 weeks) 

 

 

 Strictly speaking, the 

suffixes are – ion and –ian. 

Clues about whether to put t, s, 

ss or c before these suffixes 

often come from the last letter or 

letters of the root word.  

–tion is the most common 

spelling. It is used if the root word 

ends in t or te.  

–ssion is used if the root word 

ends in ss or –mit.  

–sion is used if the root word 

ends in d or se. 

Exceptions: attend – 
attention, intend – intention.  

–  

 

invention, injection, action, 

hesitation, completion  

expression, discussion, confession, 

permission, admission  

expansion, extension, 

comprehension, tension  

 

Endings which sound like /ʃən/, 

spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian  

 

cian is used if the root word ends 

in c or cs.( also usually a 

job/profession) 

musician, electrician, magician, 

politician, mathematician  

 

Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 

(Greek in origin)  

 

 scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, 

character  

 



 

High Frequency Words 
(up to Y4 expectations) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set 1 

the go was 

to he are 

I she my 

no was  

Set 2 

and like when 

they some were 

said come there 

have what  

Set 3 

water should called 

people would asked 

looked because  

could different  

Set 4 

does of Monday 

coming off Tuesday 

with  Wednesday 

might to Thursday 

every two Friday 

again too Saturday 

treasure  Sunday 



 

Y4 Reading List 

 

 

  

  
 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  Lewis Carroll 

The Ogre of Oglefort Eva Ibbotson 

Granny Anthony Horowitz 

The Dragon's Child Jenny Nimmo 

A Bear Called Paddington Michael Bond 

Malory Towers Series Enid Blyton 

The Borrowers Mary Norton 

How to Train a Dragon Cressida Cowell 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone J.K. Rowling 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets J.K.Rowling 

The Dancing Bear Michael Morpurgo 

The Sleeping Sword Michael Morpurgo 

Long Way Home Michael Morpurgo 

The Wreck of the Zanzibar Michael Morpurgo 

The Sea Piper Helen Cresswell 

Harry the Poisonous Centipede Lynne Reid Banks 

The Famous Five Series Enid Blyton 

Gregory Cool Caroline Binch 

A Pot of Gold  Jill Bennett 

Diggers Terry Pratchett 

Dragons at Crumbling Castle Terry Pratchett 

The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner Terry Pratchett 

The Demon Headmaster Gillian Cross 

Dog So Small Philipa Pearce 

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak Philipa Pearce 

Emil and the Detectives Erich Kastner 

The Iron Man Ted Hughes 

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe C S Lewis 

Little House on the Prairie Laura Ingalls Wilder 

Mrs Frisby and the Rats of Nimh Robert C O’Brien 

Stig of the Dump Clive King 

Matilda Roald Dahl 

James and the Giant Peach Roald Dahl 

Danny the Champion of the World Roald Dahl 

Emily Feather Series Holly Webb 

‘I Survived’ Series A range of authors 

Charlotte’s Web E.B. White 

The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Flour Babies Anne Fine 

Clarice Bean That’s Me! Lauren Child 

Tom Gates Series Liz Pichon 

The 13th Storey Tree-House Andy Griffiths/Terry Denton 

The World’s Worst Children David Walliams 

The Demon Dentist David Walliams 

The Story of Tracey Beaker Jacqueline Wilson 


