


Success Criteria

Aim

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

• Statement 2
• Sub statement

CfE Outcome

Aim
I can explain who Saint Cuthbert was.

Through exploring the lives and teachings of Jesus and other figures in 
Christianity, I am increasing my knowledge and understanding of key 
Christian beliefs. RME2-01b



Saint Cuthbert
Cuthbert was born in Northumbria in the North of England                        

around the year AD 635. 

Around the same time, a monastery was founded on the  island of 
Lindisfarne, off the north-east coast of England, by an Irish monk and 

missionary called Aidan (who later became Saint Aidan). 
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Saint Cuthbert
Some stories say that Cuthbert came from a 
wealthy and noble English family, whilst 
others say he was a poor shepherd boy. 

One night, when Cuthbert was around 17 
years old, he was out on the hills of 
Northumbria. Whether Cuthbert was on 
guard duty as a young nobleman, or simply 
minding sheep, we cannot tell. However, as 
Cuthbert looked up to the dark sky, he saw 
a light come down to Earth and then rise 
again. He believed this light was 
accompanying someone’s soul to Heaven. 

That same night, August 31st AD 651, Aidan 
died. Cuthbert believed what he saw, and 
the events of that night, meant he should 
follow this call to become a monk. 



Saint Cuthbert

On the first step of this religious path,
Cuthbert went to a monastery in Melrose
in the Scottish Borders that had also been
founded by Aidan. Here, Cuthbert asked
to stay as a novice (someone who has
joined a religious order but is just
learning about what the life involves).
Cuthbert remained at Melrose for around
thirteen years.
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When the monks were given land for a new monastery at Ripon, North
Yorkshire, Cuthbert went with the founding group. He later returned to
Melrose but found that his teacher and friend, the prior Boisil, had
become seriously ill and was dying. Cuthbert then became prior (a
leader of the order and second only to the abbot) at Melrose.



Saint Cuthbert
In AD 664, the Irish monks of Lindisfarne
went back to live on the west coast island
of Iona. The abbot of Melrose then
became abbot at Lindisfarne and Cuthbert
became its prior.

It is thought that Cuthbert moved to the
monastery at Lindisfarne at around thirty
years of age and he lived there for the
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Cuthbert was a popular spiritual leader and he was known for his
healing powers. Cuthbert was said to be friendly, happy and caring,
however when he was around forty years old, Cuthbert believed that
he was being called to be a hermit and to live a spiritual life alone or
in solitude.

next 10 years. Cuthbert was responsible for the running of the monastery
and he was keen to spread Christianity in the nearby communities.



Saint Cuthbert

At first, Cuthbert tried out this solitary life on a
tiny island close to Lindisfarne but he later moved
to the island of Inner Farne and built a hermitage.

Cuthbert spent ten years there. People still wanted
to seek Cuthbert’s advice on spiritual matters and
they would go out in boats to find him and ask
for help or healing. In bad weather, if the seas
around the islands were too rough to cross,
Cuthbert was left in peace.
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When Cuthbert was around fifty years old, he was asked by the Church
and the King to leave his hermitage and become a bishop. For the next
two years, Cuthbert was a very active bishop, just like Aidan before him.
He seems to have travelled often. It is said that when he was visiting the
Queen in Carlisle, he could tell from a vision that her husband, the King,
had been killed in battle with the Picts in Scotland.



Saint Cuthbert
When Cuthbert grew older, he
returned to his hermitage on
Inner Farne where he died on
March 20th AD 687, not alone,
but with some of the Lindisfarne
monks by his side.

However, Cuthbert’s story does
not end with his death. His body
was brought back to the
monastery at Lindisfarne and
buried there.

After he died, people came to pray at
his grave. From these prayers came
claims of miracles and healing. The
monks of Lindisfarne took this as a
clear message that Cuthbert was a
saint and that this should be made
known to the world. In those days,
people thought that if they prayed for
help or healing, they should be close
to a saint's remains.



Saint Cuthbert

Legend has it that when Cuthbert’s remains were recovered, a complete
body was found and not a skeleton; a sign, the monks believed, of a very
special saint.

After this event, people began to make pilgrimages to pray close to Saint
Cuthbert’s remains and stories of healing and miracles continued. More
and more people became devoted to Saint Cuthbert.

The monks decided to recover Cuthbert’s remains, which they thought
would be a skeleton, from his grave eleven years later, on the
anniversary of this death. This first celebration of Saint Cuthbert was to
be an important day. The illuminated manuscript, known as The
Lindisfarne Gospels, was to be used for the first time at this ceremony.



Saint Cuthbert
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After that, the monks lived under fear of attack and eventually left
Lindisfarne in AD 875. The remains of St. Cuthbert, together with other
relics and treasures which had survived the Viking attack, were carried
by the monks wherever they went.

The monks settled at the old Roman town of Chester-le-Street and many
years later they finally settled at Durham, carrying Cuthbert’s remains
with them.

The monastery at Lindisfarne continued for
almost another hundred years until, on 8th
June AD 793, Vikings attacked the island and
raided the monastery. The monks were
unprepared for this attack; many were killed
and some were taken away to be slaves.
Treasures like gold and silver were stolen and
the monastery was partly destroyed.



Saint Cuthbert
Years later, it was decided to build a
great cathedral at Durham and a new
shrine in the cathedral to honour
Saint Cuthbert was planned. In 1104,
it was ready.

The story is again told that the monks,
knowing about Saint Cuthbert’s
preserved body in the past, opened his
coffin and found that his body was
still complete, over 400 years since his
death. The coffin was placed in a
shrine and visited by many pilgrims.

At the reformation of the church, the
shrine was taken apart and Cuthbert’s
coffin was opened. Again, the story
goes that Saint Cuthbert’s body was
still complete.
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Saint Cuthbert
Saint Cuthbert’s body was buried again,
this time in a plain grave in the
Cathedral.

In 1827, the coffin was again opened
but this time a skeleton was found.
Objects in the coffin were removed and
can be seen in Durham Cathedral. The
remains of St. Cuthbert were reburied
and marked by a plain gravestone with
the name Cuthbertus. This feretory, or
moveable shrine, is still a popular site
for pilgrims today.

Cuthbert is regarded as the patron saint
of northern England. His feast days are
20th March and 4th September.
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