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Success Criteria

Aim

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

• Statement 2
• Sub statement

Success Criteria

Aim
• To explain key events from Captain James Cook’s three voyages of 

discovery.

• I can identify the key events of Captain James Cook’s three voyages.

• I can construct a map of Captain James Cook’s three voyages.

• I can discuss the nature and impact of Captain James Cook’s contact 
with at least one society he encountered.



Captain James Cook



Captain James Cook

Text inside boxes should have a minimum 0.3 margin on all sides.  

Now it is your turn. Consider the questions above. Jot down any ideas 
you have in the K section of your KWL Grid.

How might Captain 
James Cook’s 
actions have 

changed the world?

? ?
? What impact do 

you think his 
journeys had on 

the people he met?

? ?
?

How is Captain 
James Cook 

remembered today?

? ?
?



Early Life
Captain James Cook was born on 27th October, 1728.

He was born in a small village called Marton, West Yorkshire. He had 
seven brothers and sisters.

His father was a farm labourer and his mother was a housewife. He 
grew up on the farm where his father worked.

From an early age he had a fascination with sailing and the sea.



Early Life
When he was 17, Cook moved to the coast in Whitby, North Yorkshire. 

Did You Know…?
Whitby is also where Count Dracula landed in 
England in Bram Stoker’s famous novel, Dracula.

There he got a job as a coal merchant, working on the ships 
transporting coal up and down the east coast of England.

His family were disappointed that he did not follow in his 
father’s farming footsteps.



Early Life
During his time as a coal merchant, Cook demonstrated 

excellent sailing skills.

In 1755, he joined the Royal Navy and he 
learned to sail. He also developed his skills 
in cartography or map-making.

In 1768, he was promoted to commander 
of a ship called the HMS Endeavour.

He also had a great interest in astronomy.

What do you think motivated Captain James 
Cook to explore the world? 

X



Three Journeys
Captain James Cook set out on three great journeys.

Each journey had a different mission; one 
was even a secret kept from Cook himself!

Each journey held great challenges and 
unique dangers.

Each journey pushed Cook and his crew to 
the absolute limit of human endurance.



Three Journeys

Key
First voyage
Second voyage
Third voyage



First Voyage
In 1769, the planet Venus was due to pass in front of the 

Sun, a rare event visible only in the southern hemisphere.

Southern Hemisphere

Southern half of 
the planet.

He was also given an envelope 
containing secret instructions. 

He was told to only open it 
once he had reached the 

Pacific Ocean.

The British government sent an 
expedition to observe this event and as 
commander of HMS Endeavour, Cook 
led this expedition.



First Voyage
Cook and his crew sailed to the Pacific Ocean and watched 

the planet Venus pass across the Sun.

There he opened the 
mysterious envelope. His 

secret instructions were to 
explore the land known as 
New Holland (Australia).

In April 1770, Cook’s crew 
spotted the east coast of 

Australia, the first 
Europeans ever to do so. 

Cook continued to sail along the 
Australian coast and eventually set 
foot on land in Australia at Botany 

Bay. He claimed it as British territory 
and named it 'New South Wales'.



First Voyage
After Cook had claimed Australia, he sailed north along the east coast.

Cooktown

Cooktown is named after 
Captain James Cook.

Cook returned home to England in 1771, having sailed 50 000kms and 
charted over 8000kms of coastline. 

The HMS Endeavour was 
almost shipwrecked on the 

Great Barrier Reef in 
treacherous rough seas.

However, the ship was able 
to limp into what is now 

called Cooktown where his 
crew repaired the ship.



First Voyage
Cook’s actual contact with Indigenous Australians was limited 

to several brief encounters and observation from a distance.

However, the impact on Indigenous 
Australians of his discovery of the east coast 
of Australia was catastrophic.

Within 20 years of his discovery, the British 
Empire would begin sending convicts to 
Australia and establishing European 
settlements across the country.

This would lead to a great loss of life from 
violence and disease, loss of culture and, in 
many cases, near total destruction of 
Indigenous Australian society.



First Voyage
Now work with your partner to complete the Landing at 

Botany Bay Timeline Activity Sheet.

What was Captain James Cook’s 
relationship like with Australian 
Aboriginal people? 

X

What do you think were the 
impacts of his contact with them? 

X



Second Voyage
Cook and many others believed a huge continent existed even further 

south than New Holland. They called this land, Terra Australis.

In 1772, Cook set out with 
two ships in search of Terra 
Australis. Twice he sailed 
below the Antarctic Circle 
but both times he had to 
turn back due to the cold 

and ice.

It was the first time anyone 
had sailed this far south.

Terra Australis

‘South Land’



In 1775, Cook finally set sail for England via South 
America and Africa.
He returned home a national hero.

Second Voyage
Giving up on his quest for Terra Australis, Cook instead 

explored new parts of the Pacific Ocean.

He visited many new lands including Vanuatu, New 
Caledonia, Tonga, Fiji and Easter Island.
As he explored new places, conflict occurred on
several occasions.

Why do you think conflict occurred when 
Captain James Cook explored new places? 

X
What do you think was the greatest danger Cook 
faced on his second voyage? 

X



Third Voyage
Cook’s third and final voyage was to discover the mysterious 
Northwest Passage from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. He 

set out in 1776.

He searched long and hard along the coastline of 
Canada and Alaska but failed to find the passage.

Instead, he chose to turn south to explore Hawaii.

At first, he had good relations with the Hawaiians 
but events soon turned sour.



Third Voyage
On 14th February 1779, Cook had a dispute with a Hawaiian 

tribe over a stolen boat.

Cook tried to recover the boat by 
kidnapping the chief.

In the fighting on the beach that 
followed, Cook was killed. His men 

later recovered his body and 
buried him at sea.

His crew completed the voyage and 
successfully returned to England.Example answers



Cook Fact Flapbooks
Now let’s consolidate what we have learnt about Captain James 

Cook today. You are going to create your own fact files about Cook 
using the James Cook Fact Flapbook. 



Now, revisit your Captain James Cook KWL Grid.

KWL Grid

Add anything you 
would like to know 

about Captain James 
Cook to the W section of 

your grid.

Share three things you learnt about 
Captain James Cook today. 

X



Success Criteria

Aim

• Statement 1 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

• Statement 2
• Sub statement

Success Criteria

Aim
• To explain key events from Captain James Cook’s three voyages 

of discovery.

• I can identify the key events of Captain James Cook’s three voyages.

• I can construct a map of Captain James Cook’s three voyages.

• I can discuss the nature and impact of Captain James Cook’s contact 
with at least one society he encountered.




