
Cuthbert was born 
about the year 634 
(about 1400 years ago!)  
He lived in Melrose in 
Southern Scotland.  He 
liked to walk in the hills. 



One night, when he 
was helping to look 
after sheep he 
thought he saw angels 
taking a soul to 
heaven.  A few days 
later he found out 
Saint Aidan had died. 

 

Cuthbert decided to 
become a monk. 



He became a monk 
at the monastery in 
Melrose where he 
met Boisil, the prior 
of the monastery.  
Boisil taught 
Cuthbert for 6 
years.  Before Boisil 
died, he told 
Cuthbert he would 
be a Bishop one 
day. 



Cuthbert liked to visit 
lonely farms and 
villages.  Crowds of 
people came to visit 
him.  He lived at 
Melrose monastery 
for 13 years. 



Cuthbert was sent to 
be Prior of 
Lindisfarne.  Cuthbert 
taught the monks the 
new Roman church 
rules.  Some of the 
monks did not like the 
new rules and 
Cuthbert had to be 
very patient with 
them.    After 12 
years, Cuthbert went 
to live on a quiet 
island 7 miles away 
from Lindisfarne. 



Cuthbert lived on this 
small island for 3 
years.  He grew barley 
and vegetables and 
his monks dug a well 
and built a guest 
house for visitors. 

The King asked 
Cuthbert to be Bishop 
of Hexham.  Cuthbert 
didn’t want to but he 
still remembered 
what Boisil had said. 



Cuthbert did not 
want to be Bishop of 
Hexham but agreed 
to be Bishop of 
Lindisfarne instead.  
He was very sad to 
have to leave his 
small island. 



Cuthbert was Bishop 
of Lindisfarne for 2 
years.  The people 
loved him.  He said 
prayers for the sick 
people he met and 
helped lots of them to 
get better.  



Cuthbert was 51 when 
he gave up being a 
bishop and went back 
to live on his Inner 
Farne Island.  He 
became very ill but 
refused to go to live 
with the monks on 
Lindisfarne.  Visitors 
went to see him when 
the sea was calm.  
Cuthbert died on 20th 
March 687.  He was 
buried at Lindisfarne. 



    In 698, the Vikings 
raided Lindisfarne. 
The monks of 
Lindisfarne fled with 
Cuthbert’s remains. 
They carried them 
from place to place 
for safety. St Cuthbert 
was finally laid to rest 
in Durham in 996.  

    Today, many people 
visit his shrine in 
Durham Cathedral. 

 


